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Faulkner Park
A commitment to community...

Glossary
fiscal year 2007-2008



A
Accounts Payable  –  A liability account reflecting amount of open accounts owing to private persons or organiza
tions for goods and services received by a government (but not including amounts due to other funds of the same 
government or to other governments).

Accounts Receivable  –  An asset account reflecting amounts owing to open accounts from private persons or orga-
nizations for goods or services furnished by a government.

Accrual Accounting  –  Recognition of the financial effects of transactions, events and circumstances in the period(s) 
when they occur regardless of when the cash is received or paid.

Ad Valorem  –  Latin for “value of ”. Refers to the tax assessed against real (land and building) and personal (equip-
ment and furniture) property.

Amortization  –  Payment of principal plus interest over a fixed period of time.

Appropriation  –  A legal authorization granted by a legislative body (City Council) to make expenditures and in-
cur obligation for designated purposes.

Assessed Valuation  –  A valuation set upon real estate or other property by a government as a basis for levying 
taxes.

B
Balance Sheet  –  The basic financial statement, which discloses the assets, liability and equities of an entity at a 
specific date in conformity with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).

Balanced Budget  –  Annual financial plan in which expenses do not exceed revenues.

Bond  –  A written promise to pay a specified sum of money, called the face value or principal amount, at a speci-
fied date or dates in the future, called the maturity date(s).

Budget  –  A plan of financial operation embodying an estimate of proposed expenditures for any given period and 
the proposed means of financing them.

C
Capital Outlays  –  Expenditures which result in the acquisition of or addition to fixed assets which are individu
ally priced at more than $5,000.

Cost  –  The amount of money or other consideration exchanged for property or services. Costs may be incurred 
even before the money is paid; that is, as soon as liability is incurred. Ultimately, however, money or other con
sideration must be given in exchange.

Current Assets  –  Those assets which are available or can be made readily available to finance current operations 
or to pay current liabilities. Those assets which will be used up or converted into cash within one year. Some ex-
amples are cash, temporary investments, and taxes receivable which will be collected within one year.

Current Liabilities  –  Debt or other legal obligations arising out of transactions in the past which must be liq
uidated, renewed, or refunded within one year.

D
Debt Service/Lease  –  A cost category which typically reflects the repayment of short-term (less than 5 years) debt 
associated with the acquisition of capital equipment. Category also includes department contribution to the Cap-
ital Replacement Fund.

Glossary

21
6 

 
| G

l
os

sa
ry



Delinquent Taxes  –  Taxes remaining unpaid on or after the date on which a penalty for nonpayment is at-
tached.

Depreciation  –  Change in the value of assets (equipment, buildings, etc. with a useful life of 5 years or more) due 
to use of the assets.

E
Encumbrances  –  Commitments related to unperformed contracts for goods and services used in budgeting. En
cumbrances are not expenditures or liabilities, but represent the estimated amount of expenditures ultimately to 
result if unperformed contracts in process are completed.

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency.

Exempt  –  Personnel not eligible to receive overtime pay and who are expected to put in whatever hours are nec-
essary to complete their job assignments. Compensatory time-off, as partial compensation for overtime hours 
worked, may be allowed by the respective department head.

Expenditures  –  Decreases in net financial resources. Expenditures include current operating expenses which re-
quire the current or future use of net current assets, debt service, and capital outlays.

F
FAA  –  Federal Aviation Administration

Fiscal Year  –  A 12-month period to which the annual operating budget applies and at the end of which govern
ment determines its financial position and the results of its operations. The City of Tyler’s fiscal year begins Octo-
ber 1st and the ends the following September 30th. The term FY 2007 denotes the fiscal year beginning October 
1, 2006 and ending September 30, 2007.

FTE  –  Acronym for full time equivalent, a measurement of staffing. One FTE is a 40 hours per week position. 
A part-time position working 20 hours per week or a temporary full-time position working six months would be 
a ½ FTE.

Fixed Assets  –  Assets of a long-term character, which are intended to continue to be held or used, such as land, 
buildings, improvements other than buildings, machinery and equipment.

Franchise  –  A special privilege granted by a government permitting the continuing use of public property, such 
as city streets, and usually involving the elements of monopoly and regulation.

Fund  –  A fiscal and accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts recording cash and other financial re-
sources, together with all related liabilities and residual equities of balances, and charges therein, which are seg-
regated for the purpose of carrying on specific activities or attaining certain objectives in accordance with special 
regulations, restrictions or limitations.

Fund Balance  –  The difference between governmental fund assets and liabilities, also referred to as fund equi-
ty.

G
GASB  –  Acronym for Government Accounting Standards Board, an independent, non-profit agency responsible 
for the promulgation of accounting and financial reporting procedures for governmental entities.

General Obligation Bonds  –  Bonds for the payment of which the full faith and credit of the issuing government 
is pledged. In issuing its general obligation bonds, the City of Tyler pledges to levy whatever property tax is need-
ed to repay the bonds for a particular year. Bonds can not be issued without voter approval and are usually issued 
with maturities of between 15 and 30 years.

Governmental Funds  –  Those funds through which most governmental functions typically are financed. The ac
quisition, use, and financial resources and the related current liabilities are accounted for through governmental 
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funds (General, Special Revenue, Capital Projects, and Debt Service Funds).

M
Maintenance  –  The upkeep of physical properties in condition for use of occupancy. Examples are the inspection 
of equipment to detect defects and the making of repairs.

Maintenance Item  –  A request for additional funding to maintain the upkeep of a physical property.

Modified Accrual Accounting  –  Accounting system in which revenues are recognized and recorded in the accounts 
when they are measurable, available and collectible in the fiscal year.

N
Non-Exempt  –  Personnel eligible to receive overtime pay when overtime work has been authorized or request-
ed by the supervisor. 

O
Ordinance  –  A formal legislative enactment by the governing body of a municipality. If it is not in conflict with 
any higher form of law, such as a state statute or constitutional provision, it has the full force and effect of law with-
in the boundaries of the municipality to which it applies. The difference between an ordinance and a resolution is 
that the latter requires less legal formality and has a lower legal status. Revenue raising measures, such as the im-
position of taxes, special assessments and service charges, usually require ordinances. 

P
Personal Services  –  The costs associated with compensating employees for their labor.

R
Revenues  –  In governmental fund type net current assets for other than expenditures refunds and residual eq-
uity transfers.

S
Special Revenue Fund  –  A fund used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally re
stricted to expenditures for specified purposes.

Supplies  –  A cost category for minor items (individually priced at less than $5,000) required by departments to 
conduct their operations.

T
Taxes  –  Compulsory charges levied by a government for the purpose of financing services performed for the com-
mon benefit. This term does not include specific charges made against particular persons or property for current 
or permanent benefits such as special assessment. Neither does the term include charges for services rendered only 
to those paying such charges as, for example, sewer service charges.

TCEQ  –  Acronym for Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. A state agency for enforcing federal and 
state environmental laws.

TxDOT  –  Acronym for Texas Department of Transportation, a state agency responsible for administering City 
of Tyler transportation related grants.

W
Working Capital  –  The amount of current assets which exceeds current liabilities.
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