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Editorial

Tyler 21 Offers Meaningful Gu_lde For City’s Future

Nearly two years ago, the city ¢ of Tyler ook
on g monumental task: developing a compre-
hensive plan for fand use and development that
will guide the city’s growth in coming vears.
What has now been delivered doesn’t setle all
arguments or answer all questions, but iF's 4
fine beginning and a testament 10 what can be
sachieved when the public sector seeks citizen
involvement.

Tyler residents should now hold the city to
the same high standard in the implementation
of that comprehensive plan, Tvler 21, And
adaptability, an important part of development
of the phzn must be remiain a part of its imple-
rentation.

“T am not cc;nc&m&d that Tyler won't contin-
ue to grow over the next 20 or 30 years.” Tyler
Mavor Joey Seeber said in February 2006,
“Whait T am concérned about is how that growth
will take place. Now is the time to-step in and
decide what Kind of city we will leave for our
children and grandchildren.”

There had already been
acknowledged.

“If we don't have s workable plan, we're

failures,. he

@oing 1o pay a high price.” Seeber said. “One
need only. look at Grande Boulevard and see
our failure to properly plan. We're spending
millions trying to fix it — we don’t want a lot
of Grande Boulevards 1n onr future.”

The process began after the Tyler City
Council found that Tyler has more than
101,000 inhabitants, based on results obtained
from a private study commissioned by the city,

The plan was to focus on gight key areas:

north-end revitalization;  downtown develop--

ment: historic preservation; parks, open Space

and lakes; housing, neighborhoods and quality

of life: and public facilities and infrastructure.
me[ officials delivered o the City Couneil

and 1o citizens on Wednesday fulfilled the high-

expectations set in 2006. In large part, that's
because the process was set upon thie r]&ht track

fram its inception. It hegan with citizén surveys

and an  all-day “Comnunity Enwsmnmi_
Retreal” in June 2006,

“This is the people’s plan,” Sf:eber pledged
at the time. “H the community: says it wanis
something, the city will find & way to he
involved.” :

‘| believe it will yield s
great benefits.” -

-- Mayor Joey Sesber

Items identified by citizens as things that
should be preserved included trees, historic
integrity, downtown, quality of life, arts and
culture and neighborhood identity.

Some posifives included the quality - of
Tyler's poblic education system, trend-setting

health care community and sirong support -

offered by church and nonprofit organizations.

Citizens voiced a desire for more  parks,
north ‘end’” development,  atfordable - housing,
family " activities, ‘entettaiiment Dpt:nm ancl
e:Ewalupmem atandarch -

“As-aresultof the open dlalot ue, a number
af sugeestions made by the. pub] ic have bheen
incorporated into:the: plan Seeber said in a
recent editorial board meeting with the Tyler

Paper. “People really rolled up th&i‘g clepvies
participated in a me.;rungful way!

Of course, many cities have master p:lﬁ_
What makes Tvler 21 different is f.hat ity
simply @ stement of goals,

“We said:from the begmnmg thiz would
plan for implementation,” Sceber said: V1%
Just something that's going 1o 8t on- g 4
look good and make us feel zood aboul
selves. This will be a guide for the o
this plan does have a timetable” §

The plan wasn't cheap, Seeber adm
cost more than S00,000, with much of
expense attributed 1o the exten@n% 3
involvement component.

s

“Businésses spend millions a_nd m ¥
dollars on research and hL'\-lef}]’I'!]L &1 s
their futures,” Secher. pointed oy _
5.1mf_ with the u[}f nf Tyler. This w 5 S

ThL plan. in its Bﬂt]!’Et}f ii-a'v
viewing online at Tyler21.com -
Hard copies are on dtspizt'
Public Library and at City Hail: = o




