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Section C: Narrative

The narrative section of the application is the most important. It is the primary source of information judges use to
make their selection of new inductees. The two-page narrative submittal must utilize size 12 Times New Roman
font and be double spaced. Please include a recommended 25-30 word marker caption at the end of the narrative.
Any additional material will be referred to only for verification of accuracy of the nomination. No submitted
materials will be returned.

The narrative section must contain an explanation of the nominee’s enduring contribution that make this
person/place/event worthy of the honor. Please describe the impact the nominee has had on the community,
county, region, nation and/or world. For Individuals, please include any honors eamed by the nominee as well as
a list of organizations in which the nomineg has been involved. Also, please indicate their educational background
as well as the length of time the individual has lived in Smith County. Inclusion of photos is preferred but
optional. Do not send original photos. All submitted materials will become property of the City of Tyler and its
Historical Preservation Board.
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Hampson Boren Gary, soldier, public servant, and diplomat, was
born in Tyler, Texas, on April 23, 1873, the son of Franklin
Newman and Martha Isabella (Boren) Gary.

In 1886, after his parents died, Gary was placed under the legal
guardianship of Dr. F. M. Hicks. He attended school in Shreveport,
Louisiana, and in 1888 went to Bingham School in North Carolina.
After graduation from the University of Virginia (Phi Beta Kappa)

in 1894, he practiced law in Tyler.

He was commissioned a first lieutenant in the Fifth Infantry on
June 24, 1896, and later organized the Smith County Rifles.

During the Spanish-American War he was captain of Company K,
Fourth Texas Volunteer Infantry Regiment. After the war he
served in the Texas National Guard as coelonel of the Third Texas
Infantry Regiment. Gary was a member of the Texas House of
Representatives, 1900-01, and the board of regents of the
University of Texas, 1909-10, and also served as a referee in
bankruptcy for four years.

In 1914 he was appointed spe__ﬂa_l_ counsel to the State Department
to assist in matters arising out of the war situation in Europe. In
1915 he was appointed assistant solicitor in the State Department.
In 1917 he was appointed by President Woodrow Wilson as
diplomatic agent and consul general to Egypt in charge of
American interests in Palestine, Syria, and Arabia, where he
formed a close friendship with Field Marshal Viscount Allenby,
whe commanded British forces in the Near East.

In 1919 Gary was called to Paris to assist the American
Commission to Negotiate Peace, and on April 1, 1920, he was
appointed minister to Switzerland by President Wilson. Gary
attended the First Assembly of the League of Nations in Geneva as
an observer for the United States.
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He resigned from the diplomatic service and practiced law in New
York and Washington, D.C., from 1921 to 1934. A staunch
Democrat and friend of President Franklin Roosevelt, he was
appointed a member of the first Federal Communications
Commission in 1934 and later served as its general counsel,
1935-38. He was appointed solicitor of the United States Export-
Import Bank in Washington, D.C., 1938-46.

On December 18, 1901, he married Bessie Royall of Palestine.
Gary maintained a lifelong interest in Texas history and was a
contributor to the Southwestern Historical Quarterly and the
Handbook of Texas. He died in Palm Beach, Florida, on April 18,
1952, and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery, survived by
a son and a daughter.

GARY, HAMPSON
CAPT CO K 4 TEXAS INF USA
VETERAN SERVICE DATES: Unknown
DATE OF BIRTH: 04/23/1873
DATE OF DEATH: 04/18/1952
DATE OF INTERMENT: 04/22/1952
BURIED AT: SECTION 3 SITE 4369
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY

Posted: 5 August 2000 Updated: 19 November 2000 Updated: 5 March
2003
Updated: 3 October 2004
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Suggested Marker Caption

Hampson Boren Gary
4-23-1873 to 4-18-1952

Diplomatic Agent and Consul General to Egypt
Minister to Switzerland
Member of First Federal Communications Commission
Solicitor of U.S. Export-Import Bank
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Hampson Gary
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A History of Texas and Texans by Francis White Johnson, Ernest William
Winkler- 1920, pg 1075

HAMPSON GARY, one of the ablest lawyers of the younger generation in the
Lone Star state, is a native Texan, born April 23, 1873, in the city of Tyler. He
comes of an old South Carolina family of lawyers, soldiers and orators. The Garys
came to America long before the Revolution and settled in Virginia. About the
year 1760 the branch of the family from which the subject of this sketch is
descended removed to South Carolina and each generation of the Garys has
contributed worthy citizens to all the honorable walks of life in the old Palmetto
state. Mr. Gary's father, Hon. Franklin Newman Gary, born Nov. 26, 1828, in
Newberry district, South Carolina, was captain in the 22nd Texas Infantry, C. S.
A. in Gen. Walker's division under Gen. E. Kirby Smith, and was in the battles of
Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Jenkins' Ferry and other engagements. He was district
attorney of the old East Texas judicial division and one of the distinguished
lawyers of Texas as well as a successful man of affairs. He died January 30, 1886.
The city of Tyler named the Gary School in his honor.

He was married April 26, 1861, to Martha Isabella, daughter of Samuel Hampson
Boren who came from Tennessee to Texas in 1838, and was an officer in the
army of the young Republic of Texas and later lieutenant of cavalry in the
Mexican War of 1846. Mrs. Gary's mother was a lineal descendant of Gen.
Joseph Dickson, of Revolutionary fame, who was a member of Congress when
the election of the President of the United States devolved upon the House and
his vote helped to elect Thomas Jefferson over Aaron Burr by one majority.

Hampson Gary was educated in Bingham School, North Carolina, and the
University of Virginia. He was admitted to the bar in 1894 and began the practice
of aw in Tyler. He was captain of United States Volunteers during the Spanish-
American war and in service nearly a year. Later he was colonel of a regiment in
the national guard of the state. In the fall of 1900 he was elected to the legislature
as the representative for the counties of Smith, Upshur and Camp. Although a
new member and one of the youngest in the assembly he soon attracted attention
by his participation in important legislation. His speech on the constitutional
amendments proposed by former Governor Hogg brought him into wide notice.
He served on the following standing committees—judiciary, education, internat
improvements, revenue and taxation. From 1902 to 1904 he was a member of the
Democratic Executive Committee of the state. He has been a delegate to many
state conventions of his party and to the National Democratic Convention in
Denver. He was nominated in 1908 for presidential elector for the state-at-large
but declined the honor.

For several years he was a regent of the University of Texas and his excellent
work on that board is still remembered. Mr. Gary was in 1910 commissioned
referee in bankruptcy for the Texarkana, Jefferson and Tyler divisions of the
Federal Court. In his judicial capacity he has tried nearly three hundred cases,
and in all important ones where there were lengthy contests or intricate
questions of law raised he delivered written opinions, many of them being
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published in the government reports and law books, and he has never been
reversed on appeal. In consequence of the high reputation won in equity cases
and in recognition of the able and conscientious work performed as referee, Mr.
Gary was in 1913 appointed Standing Master in Chancery for the United States
Court for the entire Eastern district of Texas, having jurisdiction on the equity
side of the docket of matters referred to him by the judge from forty-twe
counties, reaching from Beaumont and Port Arthur on the Gulf of Mexico to
Paris and Sherman and the Oklahoma line. No chancellor in the entire state has
a larger field of work. Hon. Gordon Russel}, the United States judge, wrote Mr.
Gary: " Your work has relieved me of an immense amount of labor and has
proved satisfactory in every particular. In going over the district I have
ascertained that your method of administering the office has met with the
universal approval of the members of the bar who have practiced before you. I
congratulate you heartily on the record you have made and I shall think myself
fortunate if I can continue you in the office for many years to come.”

Mr. Gary has not only attained a high rank in his profession— he is also a
successful man of affairs and has agricultural, banking, and other business
interests in the handling of which he has shown fine executive ability.

Mr. Gary was married December 18, 1901, at Palestine, Texas, to Miss Bessie
Royall, the youngest daughter of N. R. Royall, and they have two children
—Franklin and Helen.
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GARY, HAMPSON BOREN (1873-1952). Hampson Boren Gary,
soldier, public servant, and diplomat, was born in Tyler, Texas, on April

"23, 1873, the son of Franklin Newman and Martha [sabella (Boren) Gary.

In 1886, after his parents died, Gary was placed under the legal
guardianship of Dr. F. M. Hicks. He attended school in Shreveport,
Louisiana, and in 1888 went to Bingham School in North Carolina. After
graduation from the University of Virginia (Phi Beta Kappa) in 1894, he
practiced law in Tyler. He was commissioned a first licutenant in the Fifth
Infantry on June 24, 1896, and later organized the Smith County Rifles,
During the Spanish-American War he was captain of Company K, Fourth
Texas Volunteer Infantry Regiment. After the war he served in the Texas
National Guard as colonel of the Third Texas Infantry Regiment. Gary was
a member of the Texas House of Representatives, 190001, and the board
of regents of the University of Texas, 1909-10, and also served as a
referee in bankruptcy for four years. In 1914 he was appointed special
counsel to the State Depastment-to.assist in matters arising out of the war
situation in Europe. In 1915 he was appointed assistant solicitor in the
State Department. In 1917 he was appointed by President Woodrow
Wilson as diplomatic agent and consul general to Egypt in charge of
American interests in Palestine, Syria, and Arabia, where he formed a
close friendship with Field Marshal Viscount Allenby, who commanded
British forces in the Near East. In 1919 Gary was called to Paris to assist
the American Commission to Negotiate Peace, and on April 1, 1920, he
was appointed minister to Switzerland by President Wilson. Gary attended
the First Assembly of the League of Nations in Geneva as an observer for
the United States. He resigned from the diplomatic service and practiced
law in New York and Washington, D.C., from {921 to 1934. A staunch
Democrat and friend of President Franklin Roosevelt, he was appointed a
member of the first Federal Communications Commission in 1934 and
later served as its general counsel, 1935-38. He was appointed solicitor of
the United States-Expost-lmport Bank in Washington, D.C., 1938-46. On
December 18, 1901, he married Bessie Royall of Palestine. Gary
maintained a lifelong interest in Texas history and was a contributor to the
Southwestern Historical Quarterly and the Handbook of Texas. He died in
Palm Beach, Florida, on April 18, 1952, and was buried in Arlington
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National Cemetery, survived by a son and a daughter.
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due to post-war material shortages.

Shirley Simons had been selected as the architect for the
overall campus building plan, including the main building.
Harry Jenkins had already S‘%ﬁ%ﬁw&
used as afi architectural s his theme would continue to the
presen FHor to actual construction, city services had to be
extended. The college was fortunate in locating, through govern-
ment surplus, scarce cast iron water pipe found at a former
prisoner-of-war camp at Hereford, Texas. Throughout 1947
construction continued and the Camp Fannin buildings were
occupied as they were finished. The Board minutes for the last
half of 1947 reflect frequent special meetings for the purpose of
resolving the many growth problems. 10

Final bids on the construction of the main building were not
let until December of 1947. Construction estimates clearly
showed the bond amount would be insufficient. The idea of a
special building fund was initiated by Roy Pair, who donated
$25,000. Until this time, the Board had not seriously considered
money from private sources, but now decided to follow up on
this idea. Claude Holley, a local businessman, then began solic-
iting funds from others. Within five months, his efforts yielded
$181,500. 1t

Plans could now move forward for opening the new campus
for the fall semester of 1948, This was done in spite of the fact
that finishing work was still being completed when the first
classes were held in the new main building. The penalty for
rushing to occupy before completion was realized on the first
cold day when it was discovered that a heating system had been '
omitted. The campus was described as a “sea of mud” located

3 s

5 , a_benefactor of the co]leﬁe and formgr U, S,
iplomat Trom T Who ¢ Umversity of Virginia, and wanted (he same architecture

ZF Jumior College. Linda Cross with Harry Jenkins, August, 1971.
10Board Minutes, July-December, 1947,

MConstruclion and renovation cost for the first buildings were: Main Building {Jenkins
Hall}-$481,310; Gentry Gymnasium-$57,291; Student Center-349,410; Applied Arts (Vocational
Shop)-$32,637. Men's Dorm (Athletic)-521,430. This total was covered by both bonds and private
contributions.
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