In accordance with the Tyler 21, the City launched a three year program
tn 2009 to promote Tyler Historic Landmarks status and installation of
historic markers and plaques at North End locations important to city history,

including the history of the African-American community.

The Reflections Program encourages citizens or inferested
organizations to submit nominations for the designation in the North End
as Tyler Historic Landmarks, Tyler Historic Subject Markers,
or Half Mile of History.

e}

To learn more about the Reflections Program and
Historic Preservation visit our website at www.tylerpz.org!
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HENRY M. MORGAN
PROGRAM

OPENING REMARKS
BARBARA HOLLY

REFLECTIONS PROGRAM
COUNCILMAN MARTIN HEINES

PROCLAMATION
COUNCILMAN DONALD SANDERS

SUBJECT MARKER

DANNY NOTEWARE
TYLER HISTORICAL PRESERAVATION
BOARD MEMBER

UNVEILING

CLOSING REMARKS
JOHNNY CRAWFORD

REFRESHMENTS
HENRY M. MORGAN BARBERS MUSEUM

HENRY M. MORGAN
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August 25, 1895 - May 9, 1961

“A Legend Gone, but not Forgotten”

Henry M. Morgan was born in Smith County, Texas. Mr. Morgan

furthered his education at East Texas Academy, later named Butler

College. He recetved a LLB degree from Summerville Law College,
Dallas, Texas, and also studied at Wiley College,

Mr. Morgan was actively and politically involved in various
organizations including organizing the H. M. Morgan Lodge, serving as
Exalted Ruler; President of the Tyler Chapter of the NAACP;

Vice President of the 1936 Tyler Negro Chamber of Commerce, and elected
chairman of East Texas District at the State Republican

Convention, San Anfonio, Texas.

Mr. Morgan worked at Star Barber Shop as a barber and an

entrepreneur in dry cleaning, construction and radio repair.

He was a member of St. Louis Baptist Church, frustee of
Butler College, President of National and Texas Association of
Tonsorial Artists, President of Tyler Democratic Progressive Voters

League, and Vice-President of Texas Association of Barber Schools.
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Texas State Historical Marker
Dedication Ceremony
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Monday, July 25, 2005
10:30 am
212 E. Erwin Street
Tyler, Texas




July 25, 2005
212 Erwin Street

Historical Landmark Legacy A Live

On August 25, 1895, Henry Miller Morgan was bom in Tyler's St.
Louis community to Henry and Alice Ingram Morgan. He
attended school in the St. Louis community, completing his
education at East Texas Academy, which later became Butler
College. Heis listed as abarber in Tyler's 1918 city directory. He
and his wife, Mabel (McClellan), had two daughters and one son.

In the 1920s, Texas enacted laws requiring licenses for barbers,
but African Americans were excluded from the requisite
education. In 1929, Morgan began developing ideas for a barber
college for African Americans. By 1933, he opened a college on
Erwin Street with five chairs. He established male and female
student dormitories, and in 1937 he opened a branch in Houston.
In 1945, he opened a location in Jackson, Mississippi, adding a
branch in Little Rock, Arkansas the next year. In 1948, his
Manhattan location opened, and a Dallas branch opened in 1949,
The Tyler headguarters quickly grew to accommodate the
expanding business, and at one time the school reportedly was
training a majority of the nation's African American barbers. The
schools' curriculum included subjects ranging from Scalp and
Skin Disease to Electricity, Chemistry and Anatomy.

Morgan went on to help found the Texas Association of
Tonsorial Artists, a professional barbers' organization, as well as
the Tyler Chapter of the Democratic Progressive Voters League.
He also served as Vice-President of the Texas Association of
Barber Schools and a Trustee of Butler College. He was an active
member at St.Louis Baptist Church. Morgan died in 1961 and is
buried in Tyler's Evergreen Cemetery. Today, he is remembered
as a Civic and Political Activist, as well as a leader in his
profession.

Agenda

Welcome and Acknowledgments
James E. Smith, President
Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists

Invocation
Reverend James E Price
Bethlehem First Baptist Church

Remarks
Mary Jane McNamara
Smith County Historical Society/Commission

Personal Tribute
Charles Williams
Owner of Williams Barber Coliege

Unveiling
Geraldine Gilbert, Cable Graves,Vernor Kennedy,
Maxine Mason, Jessie Mayes, George Walker, Harold White,
Paul White, Sam Woods and Rufus Whitaker
Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists Charter Members

Reading of the Marker

Linda Adams, Executive Secretary
Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists

Comments
Johnny Crawford and James E. Smith

Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists

Benediction



Half-Mile History in honor of
Mr. Henry M. Morgan

The City of Tyler will unveil a
permanent Stone Plaque for H.
Morgan in the Half-Mile History loop
that surrounds the square in the
heart of downtown Tyler. This
plaque commemorates significant
people, places, or events.

Henry M. Morgan was definitely one

of those people who contributed to

the City of Tyler socially, politically,
educational, and economically.

Members & Friends,

The Texas Association of Tonsorial

Artists/Henry M. Morgan Historical

Landmark Committee invites you to
attend any or all of these evenis
that are listed on this brochure.

Please mark these dates on you
calendar.

A response will be greatly
appreciated.

Thank You,
Henry M. Morgan Historical
Landmark Committee

T.A.O.T.A.

Henry M. Morgan Historical
Landmark Committee

4" Annual

Walkathon/Picnic

“The Legacy of a Legend”
July 19-20, 2009

Tyler, Texas 75712




Sunday, July 19, 2009

Registration

Check In............... 3 p.m.
Worship Hour............... 4-5 p.m.
Historical Tour......... 6-7 p.m.

Hotel Information:
Studio Suite - $79.00
Queen Bed, fireplace,

Complimentary Hot Breakfast
Buffet
Residence Inn Marriott
3303 Troup Hwy
Tyler, Texas 75701
903-595-5188

Marriot.com/TYRTH

Monday, July 20, 2009
Prayer
Walkathon - 9 a.m.
Greater St. Mary Baptist Church

Unveiling Portrait of Charter
Members - 10:00 a.m.

Stone Plaque unveiled Half-Mile

History Plaque City of Tyler - 11:00
a.m.

Glass Recreation Center
Programme

Picnic - 12:00 p.m.
M.C. - Johnny Crawford
Prayer
Welcome
Recognition of Special Guest

Remarks

Honors

Texas Historical Marker
Dedicated July, 2005

Henry Morgan Barbers’
Museum
Dedicated July, 2007

Half-Mile of History Stone Plaque
to be unveiled on July 20, 2009 at
the corner of Erwin and Spring
St., Downtown Tyler
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Application Form

This form constitutes a public request to the City of Tyler to consider approval of an Official City of Tyler
Historical Subject Marker. The City of Tyler Historical Preservation Board will review the request and make
the final determination of eligibility and therefore may approve the Subject Marker designation. Filing of the
application is for the purpose of providing basic information to be used in the evaluation process. This form is
to be used for subject marker requests only. Please see separate forms for either City of Tyler Landmark or
Half-Mile of History Programs.

Subject Marker Definition

Subject markers are educational in nature and reveal aspects of local history important to a community or
region. These markers honor topics such as church congregations, schools, communities, businesses,
events and individuals. Subject markers are placed at sites that have historical associations with the
topics, but no legal restriction is placed on the use of the property or site, although the Historical
Preservation Board must be notified if the marker is ever to be relocated. The Historical Preservation
Board will only consider topics which do not have an existing State or National Subject Marker.

Application Requirements

Any individual or group may apply to the City of Tyler to request a City of Tyler Historical Subject
Marker for what it deems a worthy topic. Only complete marker applications that contain all the required
clements can be accepted or processed by the Historical Preservation Board.

The required elements are:
X Application Form
X Narrative History
X] Supporting documentation, including photographs

Photographs are required. Do not send original photos. All submitted materials will become property of
the City of Tyler and its Historical Preservation Board.

» Narrative histories must include separate sections on:

a. Background which represents a broader set of facts that explain why the event, site or
structure should be considered historic and the enduring contributions to the area.

b. Overview of the key facts in chronological order with clearly documented historic
connections to the area.






Historical Subject Marker

Criteria

1. Age: Most topics marked with subject markers must date back at least 50 years, although historic
events may be marked after 30 years, and historic individuals may be marked, or may be mentioned
in a historical marker text, after they have been deceased 10 years. The Historical Preservation Board
may waive age requirements for topics of overwhelming local, state or national importance, although
exceptions are rarely granted and the burden of proof for all claims and documentation is the
responsibility of the narrative author.

Subject age or event date:

Henry Miller Morgan was born August 25, 1895
opened first Barber College for African Americans in 1933

2. Historical significance: A topic is considered to have historical significance if it had influence, effect
or impact on the course of history or cultural development; age alone does not determine significance.
It is expected that most historical markers will deal with local history and a local level of significance;
however state and national importance can be considered.

Provide summary of historical significance:
Deemed a “Friend of Man”, Henry Miller Morgan not only left a lezacy in the city of Tyler, but
nationally as well. Mr. Morgan completed his education at East Texas Academy (later known as Butler

College). In the 1920's Texas enacted laws requiring licenses for barbers, but African Americans were
excluded for the requisite education. 1933, Mr, Morgan opened a five chair barber college on Erwin
Street and later established dormitornies for the college, housing both male and female students. The
college quickly expanded throughout the mid to late 40°s, as Mr. Morgan established branches in Little
Rock, Houston and Jackson. At one point in time, the barber college was responsible for training a
majority of the nation’s African American barbers. Henrv M. Morgan’s many achievements include
helping to establish the Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists, serving as Vice President of the Texas
Association of Barber Schools, and also as a Trustee of Butler College.

(attach additional sheets 1f necessary)}

Proposed Marker Topic (Official title will be determined by the Historical Preservation Board):

Henry M. Morgan

Street Address of Marker Site:

Will the marker be placed at the actual site of the topic being marked? X Yes [ ] No

If the answer is no, provide the distance and directions to the actual location from the marker (i.e. 100

yards east).
N/A

Marker Placement:

Include a map that indicates where the subject marker is to be placed with a precise verbal description of
marker placement (e.g. northwest corner of 3rd and Elm, or FM 1411, 2.6 miles east of McWhorter
Creek): Near Barber College location on Erwin

Legal rev. 09/03/09 2
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Historical Subject Marker

TYPE AND SIZE OF SUBJECT MARKER

As part of its review process, the Historical Preservation Board will determine the appropriate size of the
marker and provide options, if any, for the approved topic based on its own review criteria, including, but
not exclusive of, historical significance, replication of information in other markers, and the amount of
available documented information provided in the application narrative.

*For markers without posts, the applicant must receive special approval from the Historic Preservation
Board. Such approval shall be based upon the following:

* Submittal of a detailed plan for where the marker will be mounted, including the surface to which
it will be placed (masonry, metal, wood); and

= A statement of why a marker with a post is not feasible or preferred.

Nominator’s Information

Name of person making nomination: Linda Adams (Prepared by City of Tyler - Historic

Preservation Officer)

Address: 319 E 25th

City: Tyler

State: TX Zip: 75702

Daytime tclephone: (903) 597-1235 or 526-0710
Email: ladams3 19@yahoo.com

Please submit application to:

Mail to: OR Hand Deliver 1o:

City of Tyler City of Tyler

Planning and Zoning Planning and Zoning
Department Department

Attention: Subject Marker Attention; Subject Marker
P.O. Box 2039 Tyler Development Center
Tyler, Texas 75710} 423 W. Ferguson

Tyler, Texas
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Case Number:_ st Date Received:

Historic Preservation Board Date: Signed By:

City Council Date:

Legal rev. 09403409 3






OVERVIEW

HENRY M. MORGAN

A brief narrative taken from a previous application follows:

On August 25, 1895, Henry Miller Morgan was born in Tyler’s St. Louis
Community to Henry and Alice Ingram Miller. He attended school in the St.
Louis Community, completing his education at East Texas Academy later known
as Butler College.

In the 1920’s, Texas enacted laws requiring licenses for barbers. Due to
segregation, there were no schools that admitted African Americans, so they were
excluded from the practice of barbering. In 1929, Morgan conceived the idea of a
barber college for African Americans. By 1933, he opened the first college for
African Americans and located it on Erwin Street. It opened with only five
chairs. Within just 16 years, Mr. Morgan had branches of his barber college
located in such cities as New York City; Jackson, Mississippi; Little Rock,
Arkansas; and Dallas, Texas.

The Tyler headquarters quickly grew to accommodate the expanding business,
and at one time the school reportedly was training a majority of the nation’s
African- American barbers. The school’s curriculum included subjects ranging
from Scalp and Skin Disease to Electricity, Chemistry and Anatomy. Morgan
went on to help found the Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists, a professional
barber’s organization. He was Vice-President of the Texas Association of Barber
School.

In addition to his legacy to the barber industry, Mr. Morgan helped found the
Tyler Chapter of the Democratic Progressive Voters League. He was also a
Trustee of Butler College. In addition, he was an active member at St. Louis
Baptist Church. He died in 1961 and is buried in Tyler’s Evergreen Cemetery.
Today, he is remembered as a civic and political activist, as well as a leader in his
profession.






HENRY M.MORGAN
HISTORICAL
LANDMARK
COMMITTEE

Mr. Johnny Crawford
4650 S. Hampton Road,
Dallas, TX 75232
214.331.1094
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BACKGROUND

fils yler, Texas was the home of Tyler Barber & Beauty School, owned

and operated by Mr. H. M. Morgan. Mr. Morgan was considered by many to be
Tyler's wealthiest black man. On November 22, 1934, the State of Texas Board of
Barber Examiners issued a certificate of approval to The Tyler Barber Oo:m.mn_

Mr. Morgan and the barber college have reccived several accolades. The
Texas Historical Commission approved, on April 13, 2004, the official Henry Miller
Morgan land marker post for 212 E. Ervin Strect, Tyler, Texas. A pre-dedication
ceremony was held on Tuesday, April 27, 2004, in downtown Tyler for the Texas
State Historical marker recognizing the first African American Barber College in the
nation. On April 14, 2005, The State of Texas House of Representatives certified that
§H.R. 951, presented by State Representative Dr. Jesse jones, was csmb:,:o:m_v.
adopted by the House as a resolution, honoring the life of Mr. H.M. Morgan, the
founder of the first African American Barber College.

The Dallas City Council and Laura Miller, Mavor of Dallas, Texas, declared
on June 5, 2005, that July 25, 2005 would be proclaimed as Henry Miller Morgan
Day in Dallas, Texas. The proclamation was presented by Mayor Pro Tem Donald
W. Hill, Dallas City Councilman for District 5.

State Senator Royce West presented Senate Resolution §10, on June 21,
2005 as the Senate of the State of Texas honored the life of Mr. H.M. Morgan. On
this day Mr. Morgan, founder of the first African American Barher College, was
commemorated at the unveiling ceremony of the official historical marker which was
placed at the site of the college in Tyler, Texas.

July 18, 2005 was the day that the 79" Legislature of the State of Texas
commemorated the dedication of the Texas State Historical marker at the site in Tyler
of the first African American Barber School and paid tribute to the life and legacy of
Henry Miller Morgan by proclaiming July 25, 2005, “Henry Miller Morgan Day” in
Texas.  Rep. Jesse Jones of Dallas and Rep. Berman of Tyler presented this
resolution, signed by the Governor of Texas, Rick Perry. The H.M. Morgan land
marker committee held a dedication ceremony and unveiling of the historical marker
on Monday, July 25, 2005 at the 212 E. Ervin Street location in Tyler, Texas.

The first HM.M.L.M.C. Walk-a-thon and picnic was held on July 24, 2006,
sponsored by the Henry Miller Morgan Historical Land Mark Committee. The Walk-
a-thon began at the Greater St. Marv Baptist Church, the site of the first T.A.O.T.A.
meeting and proceeded to 212 E. Ervin Street, the site of the Barber College.
Donations from this event enabled the H M.M.H.L.M.C. to open the “Henry Miller
Morgan Barber Museum” in Tyler ar the original site of the Tyler Barber & Beauty
College.

—






P cdloneg OF TYLER BARBER COLLEGE

The idea of Tyler Barber College was conceived in the mind of H. M.
Morgan in 1929 when he saw the need of an Institution of this kind in
order that Colored men and women might be trained to be Professional
barbers. At that time, no institution for the training of Colored Barbers.
existed anywhere in the Western Hemisphere. Mr. Morgan had no beaten
path to travel and no pattern to follow. The travel up the road to success
in pioneering in any institution is a very rugged road. 5till, his aim was
to build an institution that was different. He did. The schools today now
teach many young white men and women where there is no segregation
according to law.

The school was somewhat dormant for about a year, after which it
grew by leaps and bounds until the capacity of the school was over-
crowded by students coming from all parts of the United States.

In December of 1937, a branch of Tyler Barber College was established
in Houston, Texas, in a very small and inadequate building. The Houston
branch of Tyler Barber College now owns a campus containing three
fireproof buildings, two dormitories; one for men and one for women.
When the main building was completed three years ago, it was the most
elaborate and most complete building of its kind in the South. The
Institution in Houston, Texas, has many students who work under very
efficient management and a strong faculty. For this reason, the force,
validity, importance, purport and general intent of Tyler Barber College
are being felt throughout the Southwest.

On September 15, 1945, Mr. Morgan announced the opening of Tyler
Barber College at Jackson, Mississippi, a third branch of the Institution.
The school was the first of its kind east of the Mississippi River for
Colored and has one of the finest work shops or practical departments of

any school in that part of the South.
Mr. Morgan has just built a more lucrative and spacious building in

Jackson, Mississippi. It is felt this addition will go a long way toward
solving the demand for Professional Barbers in Mississippi, Alabama and
Florida. The school is destined to be the largest of its kind in the South-
western part of the United States. The affairs of that school are also being
directed by competent personnel.

On March 18, 1946, another link was added to the chain of Tyler
Barber Colleges. This branch was opened at Little Rock, Arkansas. Ten
days after the institution’s opening date, the school was filled to capacity

- and persons from Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee and Louisiana were turned
down for consideration, at the earliest date possible. Today a few vacancies
exists. The citizens of the city regard it as one of the permanent schools
of that city and state. The school’s work is affecting the Economic Status
of its students and raising the Economic Level of the community in gen-
eral.

In 1948 the New York branch of Tyler Barber College was opened.

This is by far the finest and most elabarate school in the city. It occupies
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HENRY M.MORGAN
HISTORICAL
LANDMARK
COMMITTEE

Mr. Johnny Crawford
4650 S. Hampton Road,
Dallas, TX 75232
214.331.1094
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MEMpER

yler, Texas was the home of Tyler Barber & Beauty School, owned

and operated by Mr. H. M. Morgan. Mr. Morgan was considered by many to be
Tyler’s wealthiest black man. On November 22, 1934, the State of Texas Board of
Barber Examiners issued a certificate of approval to The Tyler Barber College.

Mr. Morgan and the barber college have received several accolades. The
Texas Historical Commission approved, on April 13, 2004, the official Henry Miller
Morgan land marker post for 212 E. Ervin Street, Tyler, Texas. A pre-dedication
ceremony was held on Tuesday, April 27, 2004, in downtown Tyler for the Texas
State Historical marker recognizing the first African American Barber College in the
nation. On April 14, 2005, The State of Texas House of Representatives certified that
§H.R. 951, presented by State Representative Dr. Jesse Jones, was unanimously
adopted by the House as a resolution, honoring the life of Mr. H.M. Morgan, the
founder of the first African American Barber College.

The Dallas City Council and Laura Miller, Mayor of Dallas, Texas, declared
on June 5, 2005, that July 25, 2005 would be proclaimed as Henry Miller Morgan
Day in Dallas, Texas. The proclamation was presented by Mayor Pro Tem Donald
W. Hill, Dallas City Councilman for District 5.

State Senator Royce West presented Senate Resolution §10, on June 21,
2005 as the Senate of the State of Texas honored the life of Mr. H.M. Morgan. On
this day Mr. Morgan, founder of the first African American Barber College, was
commemorated at the unveiling ceremony of the official historical marker which was
placed at the site of the college in Tyler, Texas.

July 18, 2005 was the day that the 79" Legislature of the State of Texas
commemorated the dedication of the Texas State Historical marker at the site in Tyler
of the first African American Barber School and paid tribute to the life and legacy of
Henry Miller Morgan by proclaiming July 25, 2005, “Henry Miller Morgan Day” in
Texas.  Rep. Jesse Jones of Dallas and Rep. Berman of Tyler presented this
resolution, signed by the Governor of Texas, Rick Perry. The H.M. Morgan land
marker committee held a dedication ceremony and unveiling of the historical marker
on Monday, july 25, 2005 at the 212 E. Ervin Street location in Tyler, Texas.

The first HM.M.L.M.C, Walk-a-thon and picnic was held on July 24, 2006,
sponsored by the Henry Miller Morgan Historical Land Mark Committee. The Walk-
a-thon began at the Greater St. Mary Baptist Church, the site of the first T.A.O.T.A.
meeting and proceeded to 212 E. Ervin Street, the site of the Barber College.
Donations from this event enabled the H.M.M.H.L.M.C. to open the “Henry Miller
Morgan Barber Museum” in Tyler at the original site of the Tyler Barber & Beauty
College.






A colony OF TYLER BARBER COLLEGE

The idea of Tyler Barber College was conceived in the mind of H. M.
Morgan in 1929 when he saw the need of an Institution of this kind in
order that Colored men and women might be trained to be Professional
barbers. At that time, no institution for the training of Colored Barbers.
existed anywhere in the Western Hemisphere. Mr. Morgan had no beaten
path to travel and no pattern to follow. The travel up the road to success
in pioneering in any institution is a very rugged road. Still, his aim was
to build an institution that was different. He did. The schools today now
teach many young white men and women where there is no segregation
according to law.

The school was somewhat dormant for about a year, after which it
grew by leaps and bounds until the capacity of the school was over-
crowded by students coming from all parts of the United States.

In December of 1937, a branch of Tyler Barber College was established
in Houston, Texas, in a very small and inadequate building. The Houston
branch of Tyler Barber College now owns a campus containing three
fireproof buildings, two dormitories; one for men and one for women.
When the main building was completed three years ago, it was the most
elaborate and most complete building of its kind in the South. The
Institution in Houston, Texas, has many students who work under very
efficient management and a strong faculty. For this reason, the force,
validity, importance, purport and general intent of Tyler Barber College
are being felt throughout the Southwest.

On September 15, 1945, Mr. Morgan announced the opening of Tyler
Barber College at Jackson, Mississippi, a third branch of the Institution.
The school was the first of its kind east of the Mississippi River for
Colored and has one of the finest work shops or practical departments of

any school in that part of the South.
Mr. Morgan has just built a more lucrative and spacious building in

Jackson, Mississippi. It is felt this addition will go a long way toward
solving the demand for Professional Barbers in Mississippi, Alabama and
Florida. The school is destined to be the largest of its kind in the South-
western part of the United States. The affairs of that school are also being
directed by competent personnel.

On March 18, 1946, another link was added to the chain of Tyler
Barber Colleges. This branch was opened at Little Rock, Arkansas. Ten
days after the institution’s opening date, the school was filled to capacity

- and persons from Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee and Louisiana were turned
down for consideration, at the earliest date possible. Today a few vacancies
exists. The citizens of the city regard it as one of the permanent schools
of that city and state. The school’s work is affecting the Economic Status
of its students and raising the Economic Level of the community in gen-
eral.

In 1948 the New York branch of Tyler Barber College was opened.
This is by far the finest and most elaborate school in the city. It occupies
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NOMINATION FORM
HALF MILE OF HISTORY

Section A: Nomination Information

A

The nominee is being honored for outstanding contributions in the area(s) of (please check all that

apply):
_ Agriculture Entertainment/Media __ Philanthropy
__Architecture Government/Military __Religion
__Arts and Culture Industry _Science
Aviation Invention/Innovation ___Sports
N\W_mmzmmm\no_ﬁoa_n Ieadership Law Transportation
mmunity Scrvice Medicine _ Other
\\mﬁo_:nm:c: Oil/Gas

Section B: Nominator’s Information

Name of person making nomination: .N\ %Q\\&. ﬁo\\w 74 S
Address: (W \Q A\W\.l nhmk.w.t.m&

City: QW\K&\

State: §
W
Daytime telephone: Q%rm - MQ“\ \\N»N m Email: Eﬁl&@ .@.\,.QWT . (o
wk OAe-G 7/ 0 i

Relationship to :ﬁmmm:%ﬂm%_"_%l n@ %.N.@\ ﬁ\%@ .\\\*

Nominated Individual’s year of death: . . \Q&\

4

Zip: 75 702
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1895 -1961 e —
Mr. Morgan founded the first African American Barber College in the nation and is
remembered as a civic and political activist, as well as a leader in his profession.
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Historical Landmark Legacy Aliy

On August 23, 1895, Heory Miller Morgan was born i Tyler s St Louts

community to Henry and Alice lngram Morgan. He attended school in the St Louis

COMMUNIY, Com| s cducation at ast Texas Academy. which Tater became
Butler Colleee. He is histed as a barber in Tvlers 1918 city directory. He and his
wite, Mahel (MeClellan). Tad two daughters and one son.

In the 19205, Texas enacted laws requiring Ticenses for harbers: but Alrican
Anericans were excluded frome the requa ) [ORS3) 1 began
cveloping ideas Tora harher college tor Alncan Americans. By 1933 he opened
college on Enwin Street with ive chairs. He estabiished male and female student
dormitories. and in 1937 opened a branch in Fouston. [n 1945, he opened a location
in Juckson. Mississippi. adding o branch in Linde Rock Arkansas the next year In
1948, his Manhattan location opened. and o Dallas branch opened in 1949 The
o husiness. and

=

Tvler headquarters quickly grew 1o accommodate the expandi
at one tme the school reportedly was training a majority ol the nution s Afric

American barbers, T hool s curricuium included subjects ranging from Sculp
and Skin Discase to Electricity. Chemistry and Anatomy.

Morean went on to help found the Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists. a
professional harbers organization. as well us the Tyler Chapter ol the Democratic

¢ Volers League. Fle also served as Vice-Presi ol th
Association of Barber Schools and a Trustee ol Butler Colleae. Fle was ¢

member at St Louis Baptist Church, Morean died in 1961 and is buried i Tyler s
verereen Cemetery. Today. he s remembered as a Civie and Political Acovist. as

well as aleader in his profession.







CITY OF TYLER, TEXAS
CITY COUNCIL COMMUNICATION

Agenda Number:

Date: May 27, 2009

Subject: Request that the City Council consider designating Henry Miller
Morgan as a Half Mile of History recipient.

Page: 1of2

Item Reference: Half Mile of History Preservation Program

The Half Mile of History is a cultural and historic landmark program paying tribute to people,
places and events that have contributed to the City of Tyler and/or Smith County. The Half Mile
of History is a permanent, outdoor walk-around loop that covers an approximate one-half mile
stretch of sidewatk surrounding the square in the heart of downtown Tyler. People, places and
cvents chosen for the Half Mile of History are honored with a commemorative plaque placed in
the sidewalk.

One of the responsibilities of the Tyler Historical Preservation Board is to recommend people,
places and events to be included in the Half Mile of History Preservation Program. On May 6,
2009, the Tyler Historical Preservation Board voted unanimously to recommend Henry Miller
Morgan for inclusion in the Half Mile of History Preservation Program. A brief narrative taken
from the application follows:

On August 25, 1895, Henry Miller Morgan was born in Tyler’s St. Louis Community to Henry
and Alice Ingram Miller. Hc attended school in the St. Louis Community, completing his
education at East Texas Academy later known as Butler College.

In the 1920’s, Texas enacted laws requiring licenses for barbers. Due to segregation, there were
no schools that admitted African Americans, so they were excluded from the practice of
barbering. In 1929, Morgan conceived the idea of a barber college for African Americans. By
1933, he opened the first college for African Americans and located it on Erwin Street. It
opened with only five chairs. Within just 16 years, Mr. Morgan had branches of his barber
college located in such cities as New York City; Jackson, Mississippi; Little Rock, Arkansas; and
Dallas, Texas.






Agenda Number:

Page: 2 of 2

The Tyler headquarters quickly grew to accommodate the expanding business, and at one time
the school reportedly was training a majority of the nation’s African- American barbers. The
school’s curriculum included subjects ranging from Scalp and Skin Disease to Electricity,
Chemistry and Anatomy. Morgan went on to help found the Texas Association of Tonsorial
Artists, a professional barber’s organization. He was Vice-President of the Texas Association of
Barber School.

In addition to his legacy to the barber industry, Mr. Morgan helped found the Tyler Chapter of
the Democratic Progressive Voters League. He was also a Trustec of Butler College. In
addition, he was an active member at St. Louis Baptist Church. He died in 1961 and is buried in
Tyler’s Evergreen Cemetery. Today, he is remembered as a civic and political activist, as well
as a leader in his profession.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Tyler Historical Preservation Board, by a unanimous vote, request that the City Council
approve the designation of Henry Miller Morgan as a Half Mile of History recipient.

.

..m T W X A | (\ R

i

Drafted/Recommended By: Barbara Holly
Department Lecader

Edited/Submitted By:
City Manager






Henry Miller Morgan
A LEGEND GONE BUT FORGOTTEN
Sunrise:August 25,1895 Sunset:May 9,1961

A FRIEND OF MAN,Henry Miller Morgan was
born in Smith County,Texas,and reared in the St.Louis
Community residing at 412 N. Ross,"Morgan"as he

was often called began a journey that would never be
forgotten.He was the first Negro to open a barber
school in the states of Texas"Tyler",and also on a
national level.

Henry united with St.Louis Baptist Church at an
early age,there he remained a faithful member until
his death.

After completion of primary and grade school,he
completed his educational background at East Texas
Academy which was later called Butler College.

Mr.Morgan was founder and president of the Tyler
Barber College chain,and probably the most widley
known and influential Negro political figure in the
United States.

Mr.Morgan lived a devoted and dedicated lifein the
service of his race.

In 1932,H.M.Morgan reconized an urgent need and
concieved an idea. The idea was the organization and
opening of a barber school.

Tyler Barber College,located at 212 E. Erwin Tyler,
Tx. was the first barber school opened for teaching the
science and pratice of barbering to members of the
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Negro Race exclusively.

Tyler Barber college was the largest barber college
chain in the world.

Later a chain of schools were apened in:Houston,
Texas;Dallas, Texas;Beaumont, Texas;Jackson,
Mississippi;Little Rock,Arkansas;Nashville, Tenn.;
Chicago,Illinois.

A school was also established in New York City,
New York.

At his demise,he was a member of St.Louis Baptist
Church,trustee of Butler College,president of both the
National and Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists,
president of the Tyler Democratic Progressive Voters
League,vice president of the Texas Association of
Barber Schools which including both colored and
white members.

Historical Marker Committee
Texas Association of Tonsorial Aritists
Linda Adams Chairperson






Nominee: Henry Miller Morgan

NARRATIVES

Impact and Contributions:
Mr. Henry M. Morgan was described as a very mild mannered man with a
genuine love for mankind.

By opening a barber school for training and practice of barbers, citizens were able
to contribute to the society on a social, spiritual, educational, political, and economical
level.

The inscription on his grave reads a “Friend of Man.” This not only left an
impact in the city of Tyler, but at a National level for eight years.

Mr. Henry Miller Morgan was born August 25, 1895 in Tyler, Texas. He was a
resident of the city until his demise in May 1961 in Houston, Texas.

Mr. Morgan’s education began in the St. Louis Community, with completion at
the Eat Texas Academy, which was later named Butler College.

Honors Received:
Historical Marker dedicated July 25, 2005
Henry Miller Morgan Barbers Museum dedicated July 2007
Proclamation, Dallas July 25, 2005
Proclamation, Tyler July 25, 2005

Organizations and Leadership Roles:
Founder, organizer and President of the “Tyler Barber College” chain.
President - Texas Association of Tonsorial Artists
Tyler Democratic Progressive Voters League
Vice President — Texas Association of Barber Schools
Member — St. Louis Baptist Church
NAACP

Historic Significance:
Opened the first barber school for African Americans in city of Tyler
Historical Marker
Henry M. Morgan Barbers’ Museum
Housing addition called “Morgantown”
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[[1sURE« FUN  Before the 1930s, there were no barber colleges

exclusively for black students. In facl, there were few
barber colleges period. Many barbers hung out their p
riwounoation  shingles without being required by law 10 have a license.

TrE OSSN CAZILANG Graduales
fthe T, e- Sarner Dolage

TIMS
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rey-rriEn S0 ilargas Jarcer
In 1933, Henry M. Morgan opened Tyler Barber College,  *“ssaur = ™ &r, ~sxa8

carerr & rinance  the first known barber school for blacks in Tyler, Texas,

eventually branching out to open schools in Houston,

noMe ano Famiy  Dallas and several states, including Arkansas, Mississippi

and New York.

HEALTH

“In 1929, the idea came to Mr. Morgan to open a barber
school for blacks because the law in Texas required that
you had 1o have a license to cul hair, and from 1929 untif
Mr. Morgan opened the first barber coliege. there was no
way for what you then called Negroes to get a license,”
said Johnny Crawford, a barber since 1960, an attendee
of Morgan's school and member of the historical landmark
committee that worked to convert the old barber college BCPOWDER.COM
into the H.M. Morgan Barber Museum.

Lower Your
Mortgage Payment

The museum was dedicated on July 23 in Tyler, and the
city of Tyler declared July 16, 2007 as Henry Miller
Morgan Day.

Morgan was born in Tyler in 1895 and grew up in the St.
Louis neighborhood of Tyler. He atlended East Texas
Academy, which later becare Butler College. By 1918,
Morgan was listed as a barber in the city directory. By the
1920s, however, Texas enacted laws requiring barbers to
be licensed and excluded black Americans from
qualifying for such licenses.

Morgan began formulating his plan to open a barber
school to heip black barbers become licensed, and on

‘o Curves Now oy, 22,1934, the state of Texas Board of Barbering :
pad Work o,._d "REE  Examiners granted Morgan a certificate of approval for
Una the Fali! the schaol. g

Tliru - ¥

Simplified HIV Dosing
FDA Approved HIV medication Get the facts
e Atripia Lo

Ads by Google

http://www.blackamericaweb.com/site.aspx/bawnews/barbermuseumg8 14 R126/2007
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“T'enrolled in 1959 and finished my course in June 1960,"
Crawford told BlackAmericaWeb.com. “| heard about il
on this radio station. Blacks would listen to that particular
station because it had the kind of music we would listen
to, and {Morgan) would advertise on it nightly, about 9 or
10 o'clock. and would stay on until midnight.

"l lived in Tampa, Florida, and | drove to Tylertogato
that particular school,” Crawford said. At one point,
Crawford said, there were 1,500 applicants on the waiting
list to get into one of Morgan's schools.

Crawford, his wife and daughter all moved to Tyler whife
he attended barber school. After graduation, he worked in
Tyler for three years before moving to Dallas with his
family.

Crawford described Morgan as a low-key, determined
and generous man who was aclively involved in his
communily and assisted people wherever he could.

“He was involved in the political circles.” Crawford said. In
addition to the barber colleges, Margan organized the
Tyler Chapter of the Demaocratic Progressive Voters
League and was vice president of the Teas Assoc ation of
Barber Schools, a trustee of Butler College and an active

http://'www.blackamericaweh cam/cite acny hasmacie Tnels e e on - 611 4 -







member of St. Louis Baptist Church.

Additionally, Crawford said, “He had real estate. In fact, in
our application when we were trying to get landmark
status for the building, we found out he owned seven
buildings on one street they called Morgantown.”

Crawford said a woman who still lives in one of the homes
in Morgantown told him “when she didn't have money,
{Morgan) allawed her to continue to live in it until she
could get the money. She owns lhe home now."

In 1952, Morgan organized the Texas Association of
Tonsorial Adists, a professional barbers organization.

“He knew that by barbers communicating together as an
organization they could be politically strong,” Crawford
said.

Crawford said the primary reasons for the formation of the
associalion, which are also listed on its \Wen 5 1o, were

¢ That we may raise the standards of barbering
profession, thus making ourselves become better
respected as professional men and women.

* To promote the educational skills among its
members.

¢ That we may demand of ourselves the best of
service and may share in the theories and
experiences of our community.

¢ That we may raise both our professional and civic

ng the economic and political power

which unity will bring us.

Crawford, who is now chairman of the historical
commitlee, joined the association in 1973 and by 1988
had become its state president. At the lime, he said, there
was no chapter in Tyler, and he suggesied that the group
not only start a chapter there, but also build some sort of
memorial to Morgan.

By 2004, the group won approval to put a historical
marker al the site of the old barber college at 212 E. irvin
St

“The idea went from a landmark, and we got to meet the
man who owned the building, and he cooperated to let us
put a small museum in the building,” Crawford said.
“Someone planted that idea, and now we want to restore
the building back to (an operating) school.”

The museum will be officially open for its first tours on
Labor Day weekend, Crawford said. Alumni and visitors
are inviled, and information on the history of the college
will be dispensed.

He added that the museum is looking for photos, tools,
mementos and letters from all barbers -- not just
graduales of the Tyler Barber College -- that can be
donated, loaned or copied to be included in the museum's
exhibits about the history of black American barbers.

For more information, visit the TAOTA Web site, or
condact Crawford directly al 508 Meadow Heath Lane,
Dallas, TX 75232. He can also be reached at (214) 331-
1094,

“All we want to is give honor to the man who had given
out s0 much to so many people,” said Crawford. “We owe
it to barbering because that's all I've done for 47 years.”

http://www.blackamericaweb.comy/site.aspx/bawnews/barhermusenm® 14
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Heather Nick

From: Heather Nick

Sent: Thursday, July 01, 2010 12:33 PM

To: Sign Masters of Tyler (pieter.signmasters@sbcglobal.net)
Subject: Henry Morgan Subject Marker Language

Importance: High
Attachments: Henry Morgan State Marker1.bmp; H M Morgan Subject Marker Language.doc

Pieter,

We need to order our second Subject Marker. Our ceremony is set for Monday, July 26™". I've attached the

language as well as the photo.
Note: The background color, border, and exact layout of the Tyler logo and nominee picture are for presentation
purposes only.

Could you email a proof to me prior to production?
I'll work with you on placement prior to the ceremony.

Thanks,
Heather

Heather Nick

Senior Pilanner
Historic Preservation Officer
City of Tyler

MPO Coordinator
Metropolitan Planning Organization

Kra_nx Itylertexas.com
E903.531.1174

.\@ www tylerpz.org
.\@ viww. tyler2 1plan.com

7/1/2010






“Picture”

Henry Miller Morgan
August 25, 1895 - May 9, 1961

“A Legend Gone, but not Forgotten”

Henry M. Morgan was born in Smith County, Texas. Mr. Morgan
furthered his education at East Texas Academy, later named Butler
College. He received a LLB degree from Summerville Law College,
Dallas, Texas, and also studied at Wiley College.

Mr. Morgan was actively and politically involved in various
organizations including organizing the H. M. Morgan Lodge, serving as
Exalted Ruler; President of the Tyler Chapter of the NAACP; Vice
President of the 1936 Tyler Negro Chamber of Commerce, and elected
chairman of East Texas District at the State Republican Convention,
San Antonio, Texas.

Mr. Morgan worked at Star Barber Shop as an entrepreneur in
dry cleaning, construction and radio repair.

He was a member of St. Louis Baptist Church, trustee of Butler
College, President of National and Texas Association of Tonsorial
Artists, President of Tyler Democratic Progressive Voters League, and
Vice-President of Texas Association of Barber Schools.

“A FRIEND OF MAN”







